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Fears Vandals will hit Tomaree Lodge 

It’s only a matter of time 

before vandals or squatters 

destroy vacant buildings at 

the Tomaree Lodge site 

unless a long-term decision is 

made on the site’s future use, 

the Tomaree Headland 

Group has warned. 

Group president Peter 
Clough said a recent large 
graffiti attack on the newly 
opened amenities block had 
highlighted the groups fears 
that security measures in the 
place could not stop damage 
to the heritage listed site and its buildings. 

Mr Clough said the graffiti had thankfully been removed by the local volunteer Graffiti Removal 
Team. 

However, he said it begged the question how someone would have enough time to spray such a 
large image without being detected by security. 

‘We are concerned that the Tomaree Lodge site does not have adequate security to protect such a 
large very accessible historic and iconic site which is accessed by more than 200,000 visitors every 
year,’ he said. 

‘It has now been well over two years since the site became vacant and since the state government 
agreed to transition the site to Port Stephens for community use and therefore we look forward to 
this happening as soon as possible.’ 

‘The Tomaree Headland Heritage Group acknowledges that there are extensive costs to the NSW 
government associated with securing the site;.  However, we believe there is now an elevated risk 
of vandalism , fire and squatters.’ 

While THHG understands the costs are extensive to effectively secure this iconic site (potentially 
over $600,000pa) it is very important that this state heritage listed site has effective security and at 
the same time continues to be accessible to the public.’ 

https://www.portstephensexaminer.com.au/story/8315726/fears-vandals-will-hit-tomaree-lodge/ 

The graffiti scrawled on the Tomaree Lodge amenities block which was subsequently 

removed. (Picture supplied) 
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