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PORT Stephens Council
says it will take a "strategic
leadership role” in deciding
Tomaree Lodge's future but
will "not take on a lemon" if
the site is a financial burden.

The Newcastle Herald
reported last month that
the state government was
spending $1 million ayearon
security and maintenance at
the disused disability centre.

Tomaree Headland Her-
itage Group, which repre-
sents a host of business and
community organisations in
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Port Stephens, has called on
the government to hasten a
decision on the nine-hectare
site's future.

The council has stayed at
arm's length from the issue
since the lodge closed more
than two years ago, butcoun-
cillors resolved on Tuesday
to "take a strategic leadership
role by demonstrating to the
NSW government [the coun-
cil's] interest in the future of
the Tomaree Lodge".

The motion, moved by
mayor Ryan Palmer, said the
council would "explore op-
erational options and future

management options that do
not negatively affect coun-
cil's finances, with the com-
munity, the Tomaree Head-
land Heritage Group and any
other interested groups".

The council also com-
mitted to "playing a role in
planning the future of the
Tomaree Lodge site being led
by the NSW government, in-
cluding taking the necessary
steps to formally establish a
master plan”.

Cr Palmer told Tuesday's
meeting that Tornaree Lodge
represented a "huge oppor-
tunity for the community".

"There's a lot of interest in
that site,” he said.

"It's imperative that some-
thing happens soon on the
site,'and I'm sure it will hap-
pen at some point. We want
to ensure it happens sooner
rather than later."

Cr Palmer told the Herald
on Thursday that the council
could not commit to taking
over responsibility for the
lodge until it knew what was
possible on the site. "We
can't afford to take on a lem-
on," he said.

Minister for Disability In-
clusion and Port Stephens

MP Kate Washington has
said the Department of
Communities and Justice is
working on identifying the
heritage, environmental and
other constraints of the site
before proposing options for
its future use. The govern-
ment has ruled out using the
land for housing.

Cr Palmer said a cafe or
other commercial uses could
generate revenue for whoev-
er managed the picturesque
waterfront site, but it was un-
clear what was possible until
the government finished
its review.

He said the annual $1
million maintenance and
security cost would weigh
on whoever ran the site and
the council would need state
funding to take it on.

Tomaree Headland Her-
itage Group has proposed
transforming the former
disability care centre into
an education and tour-
ism precinct.

It has recently embraced a
proposal from retired CSIRO
insect scientist Reginald
Roberts to open an ecology
centre at the site focusing on
the Hunter environment.



