
8131125,1:48 PM Tomaree Lodge Future Concept Plan Released I NSW Government

Tomaree Lodge Future Concept Plan Released

egAB&if
HruSWW
s*vmlsdr\4Er,!'T

nsw. gov.au/mi nisterial-releases/tomaree-lodge-f uture-concept-plan-released Printed: 28 August 2025

lVlinisterial media release

Published:
28 August 2025

Released by:
Minister for Disability Inclusion, lVinister for Families and Communities

Concepts plans for the future of Tomaree Lodge, one of Port Stephens' most iconic locations, were shared with the

community at a public event last night giving a first glimpse of the exciting possibilities for the site.

Commissioned by the NSW Government, the concepts have been developed by local Hunter-based design

consultant, SHAC Architects, inforrned by ideas submitted in the 2023 Have Your Say survey, as well as contrrbutions

from local community interest groups.

A detailed site assessment undertaken by SHAC has considered the significant cultural, heritage and environmental

value of the site, as well as the constraints that place limitations for future use. The assessment has determined that,

while some of the ideas put forward are not viable given these constraints, there are many community ideas that hold

potential for a range of recreational, educational, conservation, and cultural uses.

The concept plan paves the way for further feedback and community consultation. SHAC is working closely in

collaboration with the Comrnunity Engagement Committee, comprised of local representatives, the NSW Government
Steering Committee, comprised of local government agencies, Hunter Circles; and Worimi community leaders to

incorporate and acknowledge the views of ali stakeholders.

These groups will continue to play a key role to help guide decision-making on both short-term 'meanwhile use'

initiatives outlined in the concepts and to solidify longer-term plans to enhance the site's potential for future public

use.

The release of the concept plan marks the next step in the NSW Government's ongoing commitment to keep Tomaree

Lodge in public hands for the benefit of the community. lt builds on other recent improvements, like the opening of an

on-site information hub earlier this year, as well as new beach showers, public seating, tables, and new signage and

wayfinding.

Minister for Families and Communities and Minister for Disability lnclusion Kate Washington said:

"Tomaree Lodge is an incredible local site, and l'm pleased to have shared this concept plan with the community. The

plan identifies various opportunities for the future of the Tomaree Lodge site that have been informed by local

consultation and suggestions.

"The NSW Government is committed to keeping Tomaree Lodge in public hands, and ensuring it remains a valuable

community asset for generations to come.

"SHAC Architects has done a wonderful job exploring the many possibilities put forward by the community, and

identifying which opportunities are viable considering the significant constraints on the site.

"l was able to secure $4.6 million in the budget this year so we can start to implement some of the immediate

opportunities while we continue to land the longer term vision"
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"l look forward to continuing to work closely with my community as we turn concepts into plans, and then bring those
plans to life."

Department of Comrnunities and Justice Secretary Michael Tidball said:

"This marks an exciting milestone for the future of Tomaree Lodge

"This concepts represent the culmination of extensive research, community input, and thoughtfr-il consultation

amongst all stakeholders.

"As we share the possibilities forthis stunning location, we remain committed to ensuring that its heritage and

i environmental significance are respected, while enhancing its value as a public resource for many generations to
come."

Justin Hamilton FAIA, Managing Director SHAC, said:

"SHAC congratulate the community for coliaborative and creative placemaking

"As local architects, we are privileged to have curated custodianship principles for this significant cultural landscape,

the water, the land, the forests, and the heritage, alongside and for people with common unity.

"We are excited to share these preliminary concepts for a framework for conservation, celebration, innovation and

education for generations."

Related ministerial articles

Ministerial media release

29 August 2025
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utninisterial-releases/44-million:for:three-new-regional-centres-to-supp-art:abgliginal-families-and-children)
The Minns L.abor Government is delivering increased community services for Atroriginal families and children in
regional NSW, with three new Aboriginal Child and Family Centres (ACFCS) to be built in the Central Coast and in
Western NSW.
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P,ublic informatio[ session to upiate_fhelammunjly on the future of Toma Se (https-://www.n-EuSav,a
u/minigterial-releases/publieinlsrmation-session-to:update-community:on-future-of-tomaree-lodge)
Preliminary concepts for the future of Tomaree Lodge - one of Port Stephens' most iconic locations - will be unveiled

at a public event next week, the community a first look at the exciting possibilities for the site"
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The Minns Labor Government is continuing work to build a safer New South Wales for victim-survivors of domestic
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and violence ing the workforce and sector that provides them with crucial support.
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